CHAPTER    L111
THE DOWNFALL OF THE COALITION
1922
WHAT, in the meantime, had been happening in Great Britain ?
For the greater part of the life of the 1918 Parliament
the Prime Minister was immersed in foreign affairs. He engaged in
conference after conference and all were said to be completely success-
ful, but nothing of importance seemed to have resulted, and Europe
was still slipping farther into the slough of bankruptcy and unemploy-
ment. In spite of Its enormous majority the Government was often
in trouble. There was loud murmuring against the cost of the Russian
expeditions, which ran up to a hundred millions, and scarcely less at
the outpouring of money for the pacifying and organizing of Meso-
potamia for which Great Britain had accepted the mandate. But
of all the difficulties and embarrassments of these times none in the
end proved more dangerous to the Government than those which were
developing between Turkey, Greece and the Powers.
The plain truth, as has already been said, was that the defeat of
Russia had left the Allies without any policy for dealing with Turkey.
Up to the time of Russia's exit from the war, it had been assumed
that, in the event of an Allied victory, Constantinople and the Straits
would fall to her in accordance with the secret Treaty for which she
had stipulated at the beginning of the war, and that she would do all
that was necessary to establish this new order. The problem of Turkey
in defeat, with Russia out of action, was one to which no serious thought
had been given, and the Allies were soon at sixes and sevens about it.
For a time the idea of dividing Turkish territory into " mandates,"
of which the United States was to take one, held the field and there